
The rifle I’m testing now has 
just shot a series of groups 

that have genuinely shocked me. 
Each of those groups comprises five 
shots and measures under 10mm 
in diameter, and they were shot at 
55 yards. They were also shot with 
pellets straight from the tin, and they 
were the first ‘official’ groups I’d shot 
with the rifle. I’d now like to explain 
why these groups are so significant.

First, they are about as good as 
it gets, and seriously impressive to 
sad folk like me who know what it 
takes to produce them. You see, to 

shoot such groups, everything 
must come together at 
once, and it must be right 
at the top of its game 
when it gets there. Rifle, 

pellets, scope, mounts, 
shooter, and many sub-sections 

within these absolutely must 
perform to full potential, and of 
course that potential must be there 
in the first place. For that potential 
to exist, those responsible for 
creating it have to think it’s worth 
doing, and that we airgunners 
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My first group with the test rifle. So impressive that a 
sad person would frame it.

‘FTP’. Does that stand for ‘Field Target Precision’, 
‘Pro’ or ‘Perfection’?  There’s a fair chance that it 

stands for all three. 

AIRGUN WORLD 19



EDITOR’S TEST: THE AIR ARMS FTP900 

are worth doing it for. Thus, those 
groups are real-world proof that 
our sport is important enough to 
have major companies busting a 
technical gut to offer it the best. 
Trust me, that really is a big deal.

Having hammered home the wider 
importance of those groups, I’ll now 
focus on the rifle that produced them; 
the brand-new, eagerly awaited, and 
jaw-droppingly attractive, Air Arms 
FTP900. This is a rifle with so much 
going on with it and such an amazing 
story to tell, that I’ll need two goes 
at reviewing it. So, here begins the 
explanatory section of my test, and 
next month I’ll present the practical 
conclusion. Sit back, make yourself 
comfortable – this is quite a feature.

THE CONCEPT
Three years in development, 
with over 20 years’ worth 
of top-grade competition 
experience behind it, and 
dedicated input from some of 
the finest field target shooters 
the sport has ever seen; the 
FTP - Field Target Precision 
- 900 was always going to 
be something special. In 
fact, when the Air Arms 
development team sat 
for its initial concept 
meeting, the mission 
statement was, ‘Everything possible 
will be done to make this rifle the best 
of its kind in the world’. It’s not the 
most catchy one-liner you’ll ever hear, 
but it nailed the mindset of everyone 
connected with the new rifle, and 
more importantly, that statement 
remained from start to finish. 

Before a drawing was made, 
and way before metal was cut, the 
Air Arms developers consulted its 
research, using feedback from users 
of its existing competition flagship, the 
EV2, as the archive. The system was 
simple, and ruthless. Every feature 
of the EV2 that had drawn significant 
criticism was scrapped, everything 
deemed ‘OK’ was listed for a major 
upgrade, and every part of the rifle 
that had been universally praised was 
booked in for improvement in some 
way or other. Not a single component 
was left as it was, and every type of 
material, fixing, seal, bearing and 
spring was reassessed, and even 
those that hit the mark had to do so 
more efficiently than ever before. 

As an example, one bearing used 
on the FTP900 cocking system 

was being performance tested, 
during which the company that 
made the bearing was consulted 
to verify its suitability for the job it 
had been given. When the supply 
company consultant asked about 
the proposed cycles the bearing 
would have to deal with, he was told 
‘15,000 per year at least’. Stifling a 
grin, the consultant replied, ‘Well, 
that bearing is designed to handle 
15,000 cycles … per minute!’  

THE FTP900 IS CREATED 
With the development mantra firmly 
in place, the features list filling nicely 
and components being sourced or 
made in-house, Air Arms called in the 
greatest field target shooter ever to 
tweak a knockdown reset string. Nick 
Jenkinson is a ridiculously talented 
person who excels at pretty much 
everything that excites his interest. 
He’s extremely interested in stock 
design and has the craftsmanship 
to make his ideas come to life, 
so Nick crafted his vision of the 
perfect field target competition 
stock and Air Arms called on its 
own research to apply the finishing 

touches to the blueprint. The result 
was then sent to Italy, where the 
maestros of Minelli set to work on 
a stock blank selection program.

The original brief called for a red, 
white and blue laminate, but the red 
was too pink and didn’t look right, 
so after some hefty Anglo-Italian 
negotiations, the correct laminate 
blank was agreed upon and the 
prototype stock was flown to Air 
Arms’ Sussex headquarters. After 
more consultation with Nick and 
other experts, the stock was subtly re-
jigged and sent back to Minelli for the 
next phase of its development. After 
several of these cultural exchanges, 
a stock emerged that is, quite simply, 
‘the best of its kind in the world.’ 
Job done, then. Now for the action.

THE ACTION IN ACTION
Each component of the FTP900’s 
action was ‘created’ via a computer-
aided design program, from where 
working diagrams eventually 
emerged, again after a series of 
consultations, modifications, and 
the occasional bunch of frustrations. 
Remember, there are dozens of 

precision components in this rifle, 
all requiring fixtures, with most 
of these parts needing to work 
either together or in some sort of 
sequence. Now add the bearings, 
seals, hinge pins and washers, 
every one having to be researched, 
tested, sometimes replaced, and 
reassessed, and you’ll begin to 
understand why the development 
of this rifle took a full three years. 

Then there’s the question of 
cosmetics. Now, never, ever believe 
any shooter who tells you that, as 
far as guns go, looks don’t matter. 
We all like a sexy-looking rifle and 
Air Arms invested a ton of time in 
coming up with some gorgeous 
lines for this FTP900. Catch the 
wave that runs from the rear of the 
action to the fore end, and that 
gloriously curved action block is a 
work of performance art. Air Arms 
brought all of its CNC guns to bear 
on the FTP900 project, and the 
result is nothing short of wondrous. 

How about those ‘raindrops’ 
scooped out of the contra-coloured 
barrel shroud? Purely cosmetic, 
and entirely worth every drop of 
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1 STRIPPER
Beginning at the muzzle, we find a 
multi-ported air-stripper, which is 
designed to separate the pellet from 
its accompanying blast of air on exit 

from the barrel. A pellet launched 
without a kick up the tail from 
turbulent air is considered to be 
more stable, and therefore more 
accurate. 

2 WINDICATOR ARM
Your swing-out, wind-doping 
assistant, from which you hang a 
length of brightly coloured chenille or 
a lucky feather on a string to see 
which way the breeze will take your 
pellets.

3 BARREL SHROUD
A titanium-tinted tube, inside which 
sits a unique, fully-floating, Lothar 
Walther match barrel.

4 BARREL BRACKET AND SPIRIT 
LEVEL
Protective bracket carries swing-out 
spirit level, finished to match the 
barrel shroud. Bracket is fixed to the 
rifle’s chassis, not the stock, so any 
chance of movement is eliminated. 
Level helps prevent canting, which 
causes the very real problem of 
‘phantom windage’, and targets 
missed left or right.

5 EXTENDED SCOPE MOUNTING 
BLOCK
Extra length of mounting rail extends 
scope-position options.

6 SPRING-LOADED PELLET PROBE
The probe is hollow and contains a 
spring-loaded tip which ensures 
perfect sealing and consistent closing 
pressure every time.

7 EASY-ACTION SIDELEVER
Clever, low-stress linkage design 
makes the rifle virtually effortless to 
cock, and keeps the cocking system 
free of wear. 

8 THUMB SCOOP
Perfect location for the trigger-hand 
thumb.

9 ADJUSTABLE CHEEK PIECE
This shifts up, down, back, forth and 
sideways, plus it twists laterally and 
revolves on a balljoint. 

10 MEGA-ADJUSTABLE BUTT-PAD
This remarkable piece of technology 
carries no fewer than ten main 
adjustment options, with unlimited 

permutations within these. Pretty 
much the perfect pad from which to 
launch your competition aspirations.

11 FOLD-AWAY BUTT-HOOK
This can be locked into its recess to 

comply with HFT rules. A small 
but vital detail and typical of 
the approach applied to the 
FTP900.

12 ADJUSTABLE PALM 
REST

A rested trigger-hand makes for a 
more controlled trigger-finger, and 
that control is total when the palm 
rest is fully adjustable, as this one is.

13 MATCH TRIGGER SYSTEM
Utilising a ‘button’ instead of a 
blade, the FTP900 runs a fully-
adjustable trigger mechanism with 
options for position, angle and 
height, plus a range of let-off 
options.

14 ADJUSTABLE HAMSTER
If you like a hamster – here’s the 
daddy. Shift it up and down, and 
pivot it on its double balljoints.

15 NEW REGULATOR
All details classified, but the 
consistency is there for all to see. 
The test rifle produced a velocity 
variation of just 7 f.p.s. over 70 
shots with pellets straight from the 
tin - and that’s perfect performance.

16 NEW FIRING VALVE
Another fully-classified device that 
does its talking on the range. This 
valve is at the heart of the FTP900’s 
shot-production of 100-plus from 
each 200-bar charge. 

17 ACCESSORY RAIL
Should you prefer a sling, or fancy 
fitting counterweights, or a bipod, 
the option’s there. 

18 CLEVER COVER
The new inlet valve cover rises when 
twisted to reveal a probe-type 
charging port, and after charging, 
another twist closes the cover and 
locks out all chance of 
contamination from dirt and grit. 

19 ON-BOARD PRESSURE GAUGE
At-a-glance info on your air reserves, 
but with over 100, full-power shots 
per charge, you’ll have no worries 
about running out of power. 
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investment. Same goes for the 
matching shower on the ingenious 
charging valve cover, and the vents 
in the muzzle-brake, which, for 
pure function, didn’t need to be 
quite as curvy, but form demands 
every flute and cut-away. For 
something so imposing, substantial 
and multi-functional, the FTP900 
is one hell of a pretty rifle. 

THE FEATURES LINE-UP
So far, I’ve identified no fewer than 
26 adjustable features on this rifle, 
and that doesn’t include the ‘static’ 
ones such as the regulator, newly-
designed barrel configuration and 
all-new firing valve. I’ll now list 
the main developments for your 
consideration, some of which are 
classified so I can’t say too much 
about them, but believe me, there’s a 
Premier League standard line-up on 
show here. Ready? Cop for this lot.
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USING THE FTP 900
Let’s get something 
straight right away; 
you don’t just pick up this rifle, fit a 
scope, charge the reservoir and start 
shooting. Well, you can, but that’s 
no way to get the best out of it, and 
‘getting the best out of it’ is what a rifle 
test is all about. So, what I did was to 
fit a suitable scope, in this case the 
truly impressive Nikko Pro Diamond 
10-50 x 60 MD, break out my hex 
wrench kit, and start with the first 
phase of adjusting the rifle to suit me. 

After two hours I was getting there, 
and after three, I could stand the 
suspense no longer and had to do 
some shooting. Once the desire to 
shoot the rifle had subsided slightly, 
I went back to my adjustment 
regimen. This time the tweaks were 
more subtle, as head, eye, hand 
and finger were provided with luxury 
accommodation at the twist of a key. 

A TOUCH TOO MUCH?
I discovered that, in terms of 
adjustment options, I can confirm that 
it’s possible to have too much of a 

good thing. In my typically obsessive 
way, I found myself adjusting things 
all over the place as I chased ultimate 
gunfit and a state of efficient harmony 
with the FTP900. I eventually found 
it, but carried on tweaking anyway, 
because I could. It made me wonder 
how on earth I manage to do well 
with so many non-adjustable rifles, 
but the obvious answer is that, 
when the adjustment options aren’t 
there, I just adapt and overcome 
any shortcomings. That’s the real 
difference between the FTP900 
and most other airguns – there 
simply is no compromise with this 
rifle. Everything positive has been 
designed in, the negative stuff has 
been designed out, and the result 
is a world-class competition rifle 
that will win the biggest prizes in 
the sport straight from the box. 

ON THE RANGE – FIRST 
IMPRESSIONS
When a rifle begins its test by shooting 

sub-10mm groups at 55 yards, you 
know that the normal rulebook has 
been torn up and lobbed in the bin. 
When those groups are shot with 
pellets straight from the tin, and the 
chrono reports just 7 f.p.s. of velocity 
variation over 70 shots, you really have 
to sit back and have a rethink about 
how the test should be structured. 

Right away, it was obvious that 
shooting groups at ‘normal’ ranges, 
such as 30 to 45 yards, was an 
all-but-pointless exercise, especially 
with a rifle designed to knock over 
targets at 55 yards. Yet, even full-size, 
40mm diameter targets at that range 
were little more than repetition, and 
I found myself cranking up the big 
Nikko to 50 x and picking out pellet 
marks on the target discs, rather 
than going for the targets themselves. 
Obviously, a pixyish sidewind would 
change that game in a second, but 
a test is about what the gun can do, 
and this one hits pellet-holes at 55 
yards with astonishing efficiency. 

HANDLING REPORT
Let’s step back a bit now and have 
ourselves a reality check. The rifle 
that will be replaced by the FTP900, 
the all-conquering EV2, could 
shoot groups every bit as good as 
its successor. It was, and is, a fine 
example of competition hardware, 
and good enough to win the highest 
honours in field target shooting. 
What’s all the fuss about, then? More 
importantly, what does the new rifle 
do that the previous one can’t?

First, progress never stops, 
and when a manufacturer finds 
a better way for a product to do 
something, it’s rarely wasted. 

Therefore, rather than representing 
a basic improvement in accuracy 
(which isn’t physically possible 
when the EV2 was shooting such 
tiny groups at all relevant ranges), 
the FTP900 has been developed 
to produce the very highest 
performance more consistently, more 
efficiently, for longer, with greater 
reliability under all conditions. 
Backing this ‘mechanical’ upgrade, 
is another, equally important one; 
this time concerning one of our 
favourite sciences – ergonomics.

When a rifle shoots microscopic 
groups at 50 metres 
with metronomic 
regularity, it’s plain 
that the shooter is the 
weakest link in the 
performance chain. 

That’s how it should be, of course, 
because no competitor wants to 
have doubts about the hardware 
undermining their confidence. 
The only way to strengthen that 
weakest link is to design the rifle 
to work better with its user, and 
that’s why the Air Arms FTP900 has 
at least 26 points of adjustment, 
and an infinite combination of 
settings within these options. 

INITIAL CONCLUSIONS
This rifle is already the most 
efficient out-of-the-box airgun 
I’ve ever tested, and I’m only 
half-way through that test. Next 
month, I’ll dedicate the entire 
test to the pure performance of 
the Air Arms FTP900, and I truly 
can’t wait to get back on the range 
with it. Some airguns really do 
represent significant landmarks 
in our sport – and this is most 
certainly one of those guns. See 
you next month with part two. n

“ THE MOST EFFICIENT OUT-OF-THE-
BOX RIFLE I’VE EVER TESTED “

EDITOR’S TEST: THE AIR ARMS FTP900 

No ifs - just the perfect butt. On the button. What a superb trigger this is.

Possibly the most sexy example of 
machining ... in the airgun world.
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