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When I test a new airgun, I’m 
duty bound to concentrate on 

the numbers it produces. Weights, 
measures, energy, consistency, group 
sizes and cost take time to explore 
and explain, and when a gun hits our 
market for the first time, people want 
to know these things. I appreciate 
this, not least because I want to 
know them too, but it still makes a 
stimulating change for me to divert 
my test efforts to other subjects, and 
that’s what I’m doing this month.

I have the Air Arms TX200 
MK3 lying across my lap as I type, 
and I’m fresh from a three-hour 
session on the range with it. I’ve 
learned plenty in that short time 

CLASS IS 
PERMANENT!
The editor is moved to remind himself of the important things in his airgunning life
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and my results changed before 
my eyes. This has confirmed 
beyond any shadow of doubt that, 
not only can old dogs learn new 
tricks – it’s essential they do so.

TX 200 Tour
We’ll get to those 
‘new tricks’ soon 
enough, but this 
is a gun test so 
I’ll kick it off with 
an overview of 
the subject, followed by a report on 
basic performance, and concluding 
with my view on its potential, 
and how it can improve yours.  

You have some terminally skewed 

ideas of how a sporter should look, 
if you don’t consider the TX200 
MK3 a handsome rifle. The lines 
are uncluttered, verging on ‘classic 
sporter’, and being a spring-piston 

rifle, the profile isn’t inflated by the 
presence of an air reservoir. The 
increased diameter of the fully-
shrouded barrel is complemented 
by the slimmer underlever, while the 

angles, curves and cutaways of the 
stock blend into a pleasing, practical 
whole. Metal finish is nothing short 
of superb, and a wipe with an oiled 
cloth has the gloss-black surface 

reflecting the 
face of a happy 
owner. Air Arms 
has upgraded its 
metal finishing 
process in the 
last couple of 
years, with new 

plant and procedures, and I was 
given a stage-by-stage tour of this 
vital phase not so long back. It’s 
amazing to see components morph 
from dull to chrome-shiny in front 

“i put in a truly 
spectacular five-shot 

group at 40 yards”
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of your eyes, until they’re ready for 
the final flourish of chemical blacking; 
at least it is for airgun saddos like 
me, and quite a few of you I bet. 

There’s a rosewood grip cap and 
some fancy, laser-cut ‘chequering’ to 
attract the eye and secure the hand, 
while a scope-height comb forms 
the perfect bridge between face and 
telescopic sight. The test rifle came 
in tiger-striped walnut, and a beech 
version is available. Left-hand versions 
come in beech only, but at least you 
militant southpaws can have one.

This, as I said, is a good-looking 
sporter, and the 
impression of 
quality continues 
when you cock, 
load and shoot 
it. That phase 
is coming now, 
and it may 
hold a surprise for some of you.

on The TesT bench
The surprise in question is the MK3’s 
consistency over the chronograph, 
once it’s been ‘run in’ a little and 50 
or so shots have been passed through 
it. This process is said to offload 
any excess internal lubrication and 
smooth out mechanical function, 
and I’m sure that’s true with some 
spring-piston airguns. Not this one, 
though, and for a very simple reason. 
First, metal-to-metal interaction has 
already been optimised by the use of 

synthetic bearings, which is a poncy 
way of saying that the TX comes with 
a bit of ‘pre-tuning’ as standard. 

Running the piston on bearings 
reduces surface contact and with 
it internal friction. This increases 
mechanical efficiency, reduces the 
required input from the mainspring, 
and the overall result is a rifle that 
delivers every shot smoothly, with 
less recoil, vibration and ‘reaction’ 
from the rifle. This in turn promotes 
accuracy and consistency, making 
the rifle easier to shoot well, and 
so much more enjoyable to use. 

The consistency figures from 
an out-of-the-box TX200 MK3 
are better than most pre-charged 
pneumatics, and even match the 
numbers from regulated PCPs. 
Whichever way you look at it, that’s 
amazing. With a PCP you have a 
valve system opening and closing, 
or a regulator dispensing carefully 
measured ‘pulses’ of compressed 
air, whereas a TX has a hefty lump 
of piston, mainspring and guide 
flying around inside it at over 200 
m.p.h. Yet, the MK3 will launch pellet 
after pellet within 7 f.p.s. of each 

other. Yes, that’s amazing all right. 
Using a selection of pellets, 

including RWS Superdome, Air Arms 
Field, H&N FT Trophy and Daystate 
Li, the .177 test rifle cruised along 
at 11.5 ft.lbs. throughout the three 

weeks of my 
review. I settled 
on the Air Arms 
pellets, although 
my precious, 
and dwindling, 
supply of ‘old’ 
Superdomes 

matched them hole-for-hole out to 45 
yards, and it was with Superdomes 
that I put in a truly spectacular 
five-shot group at 40 yards which 
had a diameter of 11mm. 

supergroup
I had three witnesses, too, so I 
cracked on that I do this sort of 
thing on a regular basis and that 
it was no big deal, but it is. It’s 
actually perfect accuracy, where 
neither man or machine could 
do any better. I certainly couldn’t 
match it during my test, although 

I came close several times. 
With the right scope – you’ll need 

upward of 9x, preferably 16 – you 
should be able to group under 20mm 
at 35 yards. If you can’t, you’re doing 
something wrong, or you’ve chosen 
the wrong pellet. This isn’t a pellet-
sensitive rifle by any means, but as 
with every rifle ever made, finding the 
best pellet available is your absolute 
duty. I’ll go further; if you’ve invested 
in a quality airgun and you don’t take 
the time and trouble to sort the very 
best pellet for it, you’re a bit bonkers. 
Don’t take any other shooter’s word 
for what’s best, either, and that 
definitely includes me. I have three 
TX200s of varying vintages, and each 
of them prefers a different pellet. 
Over time and production cycles, 
barrels change their ‘preferences’ 
and pellets change their qualities, 
so the wise airgunner doesn’t just 
choose the best pellet, he regularly 
re-tests to make certain he’s still using 
the finest out there. Anything else is 
accepting second-best, and again 
that’s more than slightly bonkers. 

handling reporT
With an all-up weight of 9lbs, which 
is around the declared weight of the 
rifle only, according to the Air Arms 
manual, the TX200 MK3 has perfect 
poise and balance for accurate 
shooting. Some of the people I shot 
with during this test declared the 
rifle ‘heavy’ and ‘a bit of a lump 
to carry in the field’, but as ever 
they’re, literally, missing the point. 

This rifle was primarily designed 
and built to shoot with the highest 
possible precision. That was, and 
is, its main job and all others rightly 
take a back seat. Yes, it would be 
more convenient to carry if it were a 
few pounds lighter, but it wouldn’t be 
anything like as stable on aim, and 
therefore it would hit less of what we 
aimed it at. Fit a sling if carrying the 
rifle really is a problem, but don’t ever 
dismiss this, or any, gun on carrying 
convenience alone. The MK3 shoots 
straight and helps you stay on target, 
and part of that is due to its weight 

“the mk3 has perfect 
poise and balance for 
accurate shooting”

Grip, fancy fish scale 
chequering, and that nice 

rosewood spacer.

Plenty of room for loading, and pellets 
are fed directly to the barrel. Note Safe-

Lok release catch.
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and balance. 
The heft of the TX is a 
designed-in feature. Air Arms 
really could have made it lighter, 
but that would have made it harder 
to shoot straight, so they stuck to 
their priority. They were right to do 
so – enjoy the assistance, rather 
than wishing for a rifle that sacrifices 
shooting success for ease of carry. 

cocking and loading
There’s only ever one ‘best’ way 
to do anything, and for me, the 
best way to cock and load an Air 
Arms TX200 MK3 is as follows:

• With the rifle propped in 
your hip, draw down the underlever 
fully, until the piston rod engages 
with the trigger mechanism.

• Maintain a firm grip on the 
underlever and load a pellet directly 
into the barrel with the right hand, 
making sure it’s pressed firmly home.

• Still holding the underlever, 
press the front section of the rifle’s 
Safe-Lok catch and return the 
underlever until it ‘clicks’ into place

• That’s it.
Pardon the slightly basic step-by-

step but I’m duty-bound to ram home 
the need to hold that underlever 
throughout the entire cocking and 
loading cycle. Yes, I know there’s 
a safety-catch plus the Safe-Lok 
piston interruptor on duty in case of 
mechanical mishap, but that’s not 
how we handle guns safely. We must 
handle them as though no on-board 
safety devices exist, with our own 
secure practice as the real safety 
device, and anything mechanical 
acting as back-up. We never, ever 
abdicate our responsibilities for safe 
handling, no matter how many gizmos 
we have helping us out, or how reliable 
our guns. Hold that underlever, 
sidelever or barrel until your fingers 
are safely clear of the breech, and do 
so every time you load your airgun. 
There is no other acceptable way. 

The Tale of 
The Trigger 
The trigger unit fitted to the TX 
range is called the ‘CD’, and there’s 
a couple of reasons for this. First, 
the unit was ‘Computer Designed’, 
back when it wasn’t compulsory, 
and the second reason is a bit 
more pixyish. You see, at the time 
Air Arms developed the CD trigger, 
Weihrauch’s ‘Rekord’ unit ruled the 
airgun world, and the claim was that 
‘a CD is better than a Rekord’, see? 

That was then and the MK3 is now, 
with several ‘rolling developments’ to 
that trigger mechanism. Never accuse 
me of being one of those tragic trigger 
freaks who treat these devices as 
though they’re separate machines, 
worthy only if they can be adjusted so 
finely that they fire shots as your pulse 

reaches your fingertip. I’m a practical 
chap with an equally practical trigger 
finger, and the CD unit suits me just 
fine. I like its set-back stance and I 
especially like the way all shots are 
slipped cleanly, consistently, and 
without creep. I can set it and forget 

it, and that’s the way I prefer my 
triggers. I don’t want to make 
a feature out them; I want to 
use them almost subliminally, 

without diverting my attention. 
Having praised the CD trigger, 

I’ll declare dislike for 
the finish of its 

blade. That 

dull grey 
reminds me of the key 
that fits my outside gas meter box and 
it’s shown up by the glorious gloss of 
the rifle’s action. By way of a change, 
the trigger guard’s perfectly OK, mind, 
so I’m probably being a queen, here.

I’m not out of order when I moan 
about the lack of an adjustable butt 
pad, though, no matter how many 
times I go on about it. The fact is, 
rifles of this standard should offer 
premium fit and the best alignment 
of scope and eye. This soapbox is 
getting worn out, I’ll admit, but I’m 
not climbing off it any time soon. 

Despite my tedious gripe about that 

butt pad, I shot superbly (he said, 
modestly), with the test rifle, and even 
those who moaned about its weight 
saw the light when holding the TX 
on target. The fact is, this rifle was 
extremely good when it was launched 
all those years ago, and it’s become 
an even finer thing as the Air Arms 
trademark rolling developments have 
done their work. Recoil is short, soft, 
civilised and entirely manageable, with 
a muzzle report muted by the baffles 
in the barrel shroud, and that means 
the rifle impresses those who shoot 
it. It also means that devotees like 
me can have a rare old time teaching 
the dark art of springer shooting, 
with every chance of success. That’s 

where we’re going now, so stand 
by to indulge me.

Those 
who can … 
Rewind to those ‘new tricks’ 
I mentioned at the beginning 
of this feature. I’ve said it so many 
times, and here I am saying it again; 
shooting a springer makes you a 
better PCP shooter. This is beyond 
doubt, and the truth of it was poked 
perfectly home during this test, as I 
spent quality time honing my ability 
to get the best from the TX200 MK3. 
When you know that the rifle in your 

Performance perfect; blade finish less so. Overall, excellent.

If you don’t think this is a fine-looking rifle, 
there’s something wrong with you. 
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hands won’t tolerate anything but the 
highest standard of handling, you 
don’t take liberties with it. Instead, 
you do your job as a marksman to 
the best of your ability, and if you do 
it hundreds of times, as I did during 
this test, your ability level rises. When 
this higher ability is directed at any 
rifle, springer or PCP, your results 
improve. Regular exposure to a 

springer will maintain that higher level, 
and that’s what we in the shooting 
world refer to as ‘a good thing’. 

The greatest buzz I get from 
shooting is to pass on the potential 
pleasure of it all to someone else. 
This saw me coaching Bill, an already 
accomplished shooter, in the finer 
things of airgun life. As stated, the 
TX200 MK3 makes that task easier, 

and success is pretty much assured 
if basic input is correctly applied. 
Bill saw the point of my teachings, 
and while he’s a practical man, 
without my deep affection for the 
‘spiritual’ side of this shooting lark, 
I know he knows where my buzz 
comes from. You will, too, if you get 
on the right side of a TX200 MK3.

VerdicT
The MK3 is one of the finest air rifles 
ever made. It is an expertly designed, 
produced and presented sporter, 
and one that has improved over time. 
Years ago, I won two UK Spring Gun 
championships with a tuned TX that 
shoots like the test rifle did, due to 
the tweaks from the tuned rifle being 
passed on to the factory version. This 
really is a supergun among springers. 

Choose it if you want to be the best 
you can be, with the MK3 itself, or with 
any other rifle. Also choose it if you 
want to feel the satisfaction of shooting 
extremely well with a superior grade 
airgun. Most of all, choose an Air Arms 
TX200 MK3 to discover the pure joy of 
shooting, and the unmatched pleasure 
of passing on that great feeling. n

Even the best rifle/scope combo is only
as good as the mount in-between.

SO FIT THE BEST!

www.sportsmatch-uk.comQuality Scope Mounts

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION
Model: TX200 MK3

Manufacturer: Air Arms

Country of origin: UK

Type: Spring-piston sporter

Calibre: .22, .177

Cocking: Underlever

Loading: Direct to barrel

Trigger: 2-stage adjustable CD unit

Stock type: Right-hand walnut sporter. Also 

available in beech, and beech left-hand

Weight: 4.2 kg (9lbs) Scoped

Length: 1050mm (41ins)

Barrel: 335mm (13ins) inside a 395mm 

(15.5ins) shroud

Variation over 30 shots: 7 fps for .177 on test

Average energy: 11.5 ft.lbs.

Best group at 40 yards: 11mm diameter

Average group at 35 yards: 15mm

Favoured pellet of test rifle: Air Arms Diabolo 

Field

Other notable pellets on test: RWS Superdome

Contact: Air Arms on 01323 845 853

Price: £441 as shown. 
£377 for beech-stocked version

Teaching Bill. The greatest 
shooting pleasure of all is to 

pass on what you’ve learned.

My preferred trigger technique is one of 
‘minimal intervention’, where my hand 

merely rests on the grip.


